

Curriculum for Grade: 4       	 Subject: ELA    	Date: Revised August 2024


	UNIT # 2 : Peer Pressure/Bullying/Sibling Rivalry
Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing
Fourth Grade Rats
	TIMEFRAME: October 1-December 1

	BIG IDEA(S): Internal Conflict
Reading Strategies:
· Comparing and contrasting multiple texts
· Intro to realistic fiction
· Reading non-fiction texts about peer-pressure, bullying and decision making
· Character Analysis
· Main Idea/Theme
Writing and Grammar Strategies:
· Intro Narrative writing
· Dialogue punctuation
· Abstract Nouns
· Regular and Irregular verbs

Speaking/Listening:
· Point of View
· Connections to self, text, world

Test Prep
· Narrative Writing
· Test taking strategies
· Home row and top row keys
· Point of view


 


	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:

Content-based:
· Should people follow others just to “fit in”?
· Why do people bully others?
· How/Should we have compassion/understanding for those who don’t treat us well?

Skill-based:
·  Why does choosing the correct verb matter when writing/speaking? Why do authors write narratives?
·  How does dialogue add to a story?
· How do we correctly punctuate dialogue?
· How do we structure a narrative? 
· What literary techniques can we use to write gripping, interesting narratives?
· How can we make our writing more organized and effective?
· How do we respond effectively to open-ended questions?
· Why do authors write realistic fiction?

	ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS: (Students will understand that…)
· Narratives are stories aptly written with a Somebody Wanted But So Then Finally structure.
· Realistic Fiction is a made-up story with events that could actually happen. In most stories, the main character undergoes some kind of transformation or change. This change usually helps us decipher the theme or message of the story.
· Abstract nouns are nouns without tangibility.
· Irregular verbs change stems as the subject changes; regular verbs do not change stems.
· Written dialogue is a conversation within text that has quotation marks around what is said and uses a comma to separate dialogue from the character source of that dialogue.
· Narratives need punchy insight, say-somethings, dialogue, and plot structure to make for a more gripping read.
· An open-ended response require a restatement of the question, along with. evidence from the text to support its argument




	READING and VOCABULARY
	RELEVANT RESOURCES/MATERIALS/Standards

	Tier 1 Activities/Strategies (Knowledge/Comprehension)
	Tier 1 Standards:
· RL.CR 4.1, RL.IT. 4.3, RL.TS. 4.4, RL.PP 4.5, L.RF 4.3,, L.RF. 4.4, L.RF 4.4a, L.RF. 4.4c, W.AW. 4.1a, W.AW 4.1b, L.VI 4.3, L.VL 4.2.a, L VL.4.2.c

	· Define realistic fiction.
· Identify character traits of Suds and Joey as they evolve in Fourth Grade Rats.
· Identify character traits of Fudge and Peter in Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing.
· Identify and define vocabulary for Fourth Grade Rats.
· Identify and define vocabulary for Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing.
· Define peer-pressure and bullying.
· Define and identify first and third person point of view.
· Identify Point of View in each Fourth Grade Rats and Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing.

	Tier 1 Resources/Materials:
· Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume
· Fourth Grade Rats by Jerry Spinelli
· TLC: Characterization methods D.DAT organizer http://www.literacycookbook.com/download.php?did=90
· D.DAT Chart with Evidence TLC: http://www.literacycookbook.com/login.php?back=%2Fdownload.php%3Fdid%3D90&
· TLC: Character Traits Quotes and Explain Chart http://www.literacycookbook.com/download.php?did=90 


	Tier 2 Activities/Strategies (Application/Analysis)
	Tier 2 Standards:
· RL.IT. 4.3, RL.CT. 4.8, L.RF 4.3, L.RF 4.3a, L.RF 4.4, L.RF 4.4a, L.RF. 4.4c, W.AW. 4.1a, W.AW. 4.1b, L.VI. 4.3, L.VL 4.2.a, L.VL. 4.2.c

	· Infer the meaning of vocabulary words using context clues
·  Identify the Main Idea/Theme of both texts.
· Discuss peer-pressure, bullying, and standing up for others using background knowledge from own experiences.
· Compare/contrast  how bullying/peer pressure is shown in Fourth Grade Rats as compared to Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing. 
· Read Fourth Grade Rats and discuss character traits of Suds and Joey using evidence from text.
· Read Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing and discuss character traits of Fudge and Peter using evidence from text.
· Use a graphic organizer to keep track of the main characters, problems faced, and conclusion of both texts.
· Use post-it notes to mark all text vocabulary and page numbers.



	Tier 2 Resources/Materials:
· Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume
· Fourth Grade Rats by Jerry Spinelli
· TLC: Characterization methods D.DAT organizer http://www.literacycookbook.com/download.php?did=90
· D.DAT Chart with Evidence TLC: http://www.literacycookbook.com/login.php?back=%2Fdownload.php%3Fdid%3D90&
· TLC: Character Traits Quotes and Explain Chart http://www.literacycookbook.com/download.php?did=90 
· Post-Its

	Tier 3 Activities/Strategies (Synthesis/Evaluation)
	Tier 3 Standards:
· RL.CR 4.1, RL.IT. 4.3, RL.TS. 4.4, RL.PP 4.5, L.RF 4.3,, L.RF. 4.4, L.RF 4.4a, L.RF. 4.4c, W.AW. 4.1a, W.AW 4.1b, L.VI 4.3, L.VL 4.2.a, L VL.4.2.c


	· Write sentences using vocabulary words to show meaning.
· Provide character traits for 1 main character in Fourth Grade Rats using evidence from the text.
· Provide character traits for 1 main character in Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing.
· Write an effective topic sentence that conveys the main idea/theme of both texts and provide evidence from the texts to support your idea.
· Evaluate sentences to find correct vocabulary word needed within context.
· Students will verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
· Evaluate and compare the character traits of the main character from Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing to those of the main character in Fourth Grade Rats using a T-Chart.


	Tier 3 Resources/Materials:
· Fourth Grade Rats vocabulary list
· Fourth Grade Rats vocabulary hypothesis worksheet
· Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing vocabulary list
· Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing vocabulary hypothesis worksheet
· TLC: Character Traits Quotes and Explain Chart http://www.literacycookbook.com/download.php?did=90 
· TLC: Characterization methods D.DAT organizer http://www.literacycookbook.com/download.php?did=90
· TLC: Paragraph Response http://www.literacycookbook.com/download.php?did=76
· Socratic Seminar

	STUDENT WORK PRODUCTS/ ASSESSMENTS:
· Paragraph Responses
· Reading and vocabulary tests
· Topic sentence paragraphs
· Character Traits: Quotes and Explain Chart
· Socratic Seminar score sheets
· Complete D.DAT chart
· Class participation and discussion
	INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS/ USE OF TECHNOLOGY:
· SMARTBoard



	WRITING and GRAMMAR
	RELEVANT RESOURCES/MATERIALS/Standards

	Tier 1 Activities/Strategies (Knowledge/Comprehension)
	Tier 1 Standards:
· L.SS. 4.1, L.KL.4.1, W.IW. 4.2, W.NW. 4.3, W.WP. 4.4

	· Identify and define abstract nouns.
· Identify and define regular verbs.
· Identify and define irregular verbs.
· Students will identify and define the basic pieces of an open-ended response question: claim, evidence, and justification. 
· Identify and define first and third person point of view.
· Students will identify and define the elements of an argumentative sentence (debatable words, cause and effect relationships, raising “How” or “Why” questions).
· 
	Tier 1 Resources/Materials:
· “Lewis and Clark and Me” Reading Street Unit 1
· Mechanically Inclined by Jeff Anderson Section 4: Verbs
· TLC Blog: Steps 1-4 argument vs. evidence https://theliteracycookbook.wordpress.com/?s=argument
· Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume
· Fourth Grade Rats by Jerry Spinelli
· Language Arts Text, Verbs Unit and Abstract Nouns


	Tier 2 Activities/Strategies (Application/Analysis)
	Tier 2 Standards:
· LSS. 4.1, L.KL. 4.1, W.IW. 4.2, W.NW. 4.3, W.WP. 4.4


	· Analyze different short stories to determine point of view.
· Analyze sentences to determine which word is a regular verb.
· Explain how to form irregular verbs.
· Analyze sentences to determine which word is an abstract noun. 
· Explain what an abstract noun is.
· Analyze different short stories in order to choose a character from whose point of view the stories could be retold.
· Choose a different point of view from “Lewis and Clark and Me” to rewrite the story.
· Students will build the strength of their argument sentences by writing argument sentences for an otherwise-complete paragraph. They will analyze the paragraph, determine the main idea, and craft a strong claim. Teacher will model this process, pointing out tips for finding main idea; students will take notes.
· Students will be given claims/argument sentences and will write the rest of the OER using strong evidence and coherent justification.
· Explain how point of view can change information given to the reader by discussion how Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing and Fourth Grade Rats might be different if told from a different point of view.
· 



	Tier 2 Resources/Materials:
· “Lewis and Clark and Me” Reading Street Unit 1
· Mechanically Inclined by Jeff Anderson Section 4: Verbs
· TLC Blog: Steps 1-4 argument vs. evidence https://theliteracycookbook.wordpress.com/?s=argument
· Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume
· Fourth Grade Rats by Jerry Spinelli
· Language Arts Text, Verbs Unit and Abstract Nouns
· Short stories http://readmeastoryink.com/readnow.php
· “Open-ended Response Rubric” on TLC: http://www.literacycookbook.com/login.php?back=%2Fdownload.php%3Fdid%3D66&



	Tier 3 Activities/Strategies (Synthesis/Evaluation)
	Tier 3 Standards:
· LSS. 4.1, L.KL. 4.1, W.IW. 4.2, W.NW. 4.3, W.WP. 4.4


	· 
· Students will rewrite a section of a short story from a different point of view (untimed narrative writing task).
· Students will form regular verbs correctly in sentences.
· Students will correctly use abstract nouns in sentences.
· Students will form irregular verbs.
· Students will evaluate an OER looking specifically at the evidence—is it strong? Was it integrated into the paragraph properly? Students will use their text to find 1-2 other pieces of evidence that would also support the claim. Students will work together to evaluate which piece of evidence is strongest.
· Students will write an OER using a strong argument statement with evidence to support.
· Rewrite “Lewis and Clark and Me” from a different point of view.
· 


	Tier 3 Resources/Materials:
· “Lewis and Clark and Me” Reading Street Unit 1
· Mechanically Inclined by Jeff Anderson Section 4: Verbs
· TLC Blog: Steps 1-4 argument vs. evidence https://theliteracycookbook.wordpress.com/?s=argument
· Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume
· Fourth Grade Rats by Jerry Spinelli
· Language Arts Text, Verbs Unit and Abstract Nouns
· Short stories http://readmeastoryink.com/readnow.php
· “Open-ended Response Rubric” on TLC: http://www.literacycookbook.com/login.php?back=%2Fdownload.php%3Fdid%3D66&


	STUDENT WORK PRODUCTS/ ASSESSMENTS:
· OER writing
· Language Arts/Grammar quizzes and tests
· Class participation and discussion
· Narrative writing: Students will read a story containing multiple characters. Students will be instructed to rewrite the story from the point of view of a different character of their choosing. (Mirroring PARCC writing tasks, untimed). To be used as an assessment. 


	INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS/ USE OF TECHNOLOGY:
· Laptops to type OER and Narrative writing
· SMARTBoard




	TEST PREP
	RELEVANT RESOURCES/MATERIALS/Standards

	Tier 1 Activities/Strategies (Knowledge/Comprehension)
	Tier 1 Standards:
· W.WP.4.4, RL.CR. 4.1, RL.TS. 4.4, L.VL. 4.2

	· Define basic test-taking strategies such as: process of elimination, referring back to the passage, and using context clues to determine meanings of unknown words.
· Identify home row keys.
· Identify which fingers to use to type top row keys.
· Review and identify the differences between a 4, 3, 2, and 1 point response on the open-ended response rubric.
· Review the definition of “ample, relevant, and accurate” in order to understand the rubric.
· Identify and define what narrative writing is.
· Define point of view.
· Identify first and third person point of view.
· Define process of elimination.
· Identify what a distractor is.



	Tier 1 Resources/Materials:
· “Open-ended Response Rubric” on TLC: http://www.literacycookbook.com/login.php?back=%2Fdownload.php%3Fdid%3D66&
· Laptops for typing
· PARCC website http://parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/english/
· Typing Web www.typingweb.com
· ANET materials https://my.achievementnetwork.org/quizzes.do?year=2014&grade=0&schoolId=60573&userId=11806&subjectId=2



	Tier 2 Activities/Strategies (Application/Analysis)
	Tier 2 Standards:
· W.WP.4.4, RL.CR. 4.1, RL.TS. 4.4, L.VL. 4.2

	· Practice using correct fingers to type home row keys.
· Practice using correct fingers to type top row keys.
· Analyze chapter books to determine point of view.
· Practice applying test-taking strategies such as: reading the questions first, process of elimination, referring back to the passage for evidence, and using context clues to determine meanings of unknown words.
· Analyze multiple-choice questions to determine which answers are distractors.
· Analyze The True Story of the Three Little Pigs to determine and explain how a story can change when point of view is changed. 
· Analyze sample writing responses to determine why they received and 4, 3, 2, or 1.

	Tier 2 Resources/Materials:
· The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka and Lane Smith
· “Open-ended Response Rubric” on TLC: http://www.literacycookbook.com/login.php?back=%2Fdownload.php%3Fdid%3D66&
· Laptops for typing
· PARCC website http://parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/english/
· Typing Web www.typingweb.com
· ANET materials https://my.achievementnetwork.org/quizzes.do?year=2014&grade=0&schoolId=60573&userId=11806&subjectId=2
· Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume
· Fourth Grade Rats by Jerry Spinelli

	Tier 3 Activities/Strategies (Synthesis/Evaluation)
	Tier 3 Standards:
· W.WP.4.4, RL.CR. 4.1, RL.TS. 4.4, L.VL. 4.2

	· Evaluate multiple-choice answer choices: explain why some choices are distractors/incorrect answer choices.
· Evaluate partner’s narrative writing to determine point of view and how story changed.
· Evaluate partner’s narrative writing to determine if the character’s point of view was correctly represented.
· Evaluate sample writing responses by using rubric to figure how they should be scored.
· Demonstrate knowledge of fingers to use to strike top row keys.
· Students will use their analysis of the sample responses to assist them in answering a separate open-ended question on ANET assessment 1. 


	Tier 3 Resources/Materials:
· “Open-ended Response Rubric” on TLC: http://www.literacycookbook.com/login.php?back=%2Fdownload.php%3Fdid%3D66&
· Laptops for typing
· PARCC website http://parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/english/
· Typing Web www.typingweb.com
· ANET materials https://my.achievementnetwork.org/quizzes.do?year=2014&grade=0&schoolId=60573&userId=11806&subjectId=2
· ANET Assessment 1

	STUDENT WORK PRODUCTS/ ASSESSMENTS:
· Typing web quiz
· ANET 1
· Quizzes and tests
· Narrative writing: Students will read a story containing multiple characters. Students will be instructed to rewrite the story from the point of view of a different character of their choosing. (Mirroring PARCC writing tasks, untimed). To be used as an assessment. 

	INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS/ USE OF TECHNOLOGY:
· Use online tools to annotate passages and questions.
· Laptops to practice typing.



	SPEAKING/ LISTENING
	RELEVANT RESOURCES/MATERIALS/Standards

	Tier 1 Activities/Strategies (Knowledge/Comprehension)
	Tier 1 Standards:
· SL.PE. 4.1, SL.II. 4.2, SL.PI. 4.4, SL.AS. 4.6

	· Identify the point of view from which A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle is written while listening to the story being read aloud.
· Identify the point of view from which The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster is written while listening to the story being read aloud.
· Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud.
· Students will share their writings with the class.
· Students will listen to the teacher read aloud A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle. Students will express any connections they might have to characters throughout the reading. Students will listen to the teacher read aloud The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster. Students will express any connections they might have to characters throughout the reading.


	Tier 1 Resources/Materials:
· A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle
· The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster
· 

	Tier 2 Activities/Strategies (Application/Analysis)
	Tier 2 Standards:
· SL.PE. 4.1

	· Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
· Students will participate in small group and one-on-one discussions. They will be required to come prepared with important materials and take notes during the discussion.
· Students will write their reactions to A Wrinkle in Time and The Phantom Tollbooth as they listen to the read aloud.
· Students will participate in group discussions about The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster.



	Tier 2 Resources/Materials:
· A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle
· The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster
· Journals


	Tier 3 Activities/Strategies (Synthesis/Evaluation)
	Tier 3 Standards:
· SL.PE. 4.1

	· Students will share their journal entries with the class and the teacher.
· Report on their group discussions about The Phantom Tollbooth.
· Create a new cover for A Wrinkle in Time depicting a major event from the story.
· Write a paragraph explaining new cover for A Wrinkle in Time.


	Tier 3 Resources/Materials:
· A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle
· The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster
· Journals
· Poster paper
· Crayons/Markers
· Laptops for creating poster (optional)


	STUDENT WORK PRODUCTS/ ASSESSMENTS:
· Participation in small group and one-on-one discussions.
· Writing journal entries.
· Book cover

	INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS/ USE OF TECHNOLOGY:
· Computer to create cover for A Wrinkle in Time (optional)





	New Jersey Legislative Statutes and Administrative Code 
(place an “X” before each law/statute if/when present within the curriculum map)



	
	Amistad Law: 
N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
	
	Holocaust Law: 
N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28
	
	LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35
	X
	Diversity & Inclusion: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.36a
	X
	Standards in Action: 
Climate Change
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