

Curriculum for Grade: 4        	Subject: ELA   	Date: Revised August 2024


	UNIT # 3 : Questioning Appearances/Animals as Characters
Aging and Maturing
Bunnicula
Dear Mr. Henshaw
	TIMEFRAME: December 1-March 

	BIG IDEA(S): Investigation/Mysteries
Reading Strategies:
· Types of characters
· Setting
· Mood
· Foreshadowing
Writing and Grammar Strategies:
· Colon
· Semicolon
· Comma
· Possessives
· Literary analysis
· Open-ended responses
· Letter Writing
Speaking and Listening Strategies:
· Connections to self, text, and world
· Oral fluency 
Test Prep Strategies:
· PARCC Literary Analysis
· Research Writing Task
· Typing skills




	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:
Content-Based:
· Should people judge others based solely on appearances?
· Why do people often judge others based on appearances?
· What causes people to investigate? 
· How can you investigate a mystery?
What are some issues adolescents have to deal with while growing up?


Skills-Based:
· How do you determine when to use a colon? Semicolon? Comma?
· Why is important to use possessives correctly when writing/speaking?
· Why do authors use foreshadowing?
· How can an author convey mood?
· How does a setting affect a story?
· Why do people write letters?


	ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS: Students will understand that…
· Colons are used only after complete sentences to introduce a series of items .
· A colon means "that is to say" or "here's what I mean.
· Semicolons are used to separate clauses, before such words and terms as namely, however, therefore, that is, i.e., for example, e.g., for instance, etc., when they introduce a complete sentence, and to separate units of a series when one or more of the units contain commas
· Commas are used after the first independent clause when you link two independent clauses with one of the following coordinating conjunctions: and, but, for, or, nor, so, yet.
· Commas are used to separate the elements in a series (three or more things).
· Good readers annotate and analyze details in texts.
· The setting of the story, which includes time and place, plays an important role is effectively telling a story. A story would change if the setting was changed.
· Foreshadowing is a way the author alludes to events that will happen later in a text; it is often used to create suspense.
· When you write open-ended responses you should restate the question, answer with specific information from the text, and provide a punchy insight.
· The mystery genre is a type of fiction in which a detective,other professional, or civilian, solves a crime or series of crimes. It can take the form of a novel or short story.
· 



	READING and VOCABULARY
	RELEVANT RESOURCES/MATERIALS/Standards

	Tier 1 Activities/Strategies (Knowledge/Comprehension)
	Tier 1 Standards:
· RL.CR. 4.1, RL.IT. 4.3, RL.TS. 4.4, RL.PP. 4.5, LRF. 4.3, LRF.4.3a, LRF. 4.4, LRF. 4.4a, LRF. 4.4c, W.AW. 4.1a, W.AW. 4.1b, L.VI. 4.3, L.VL. 4.2.a, L.VL. 4.2.c

	· Identify and define “setting.”
· Identify and define “foreshadowing.”
· Identify and define “mood.”
· Identify and define “mysteries.”
· Identify and define “realistic fiction.”
· Identify and define “theme.”
· Identify and define vocabulary words for Bunnicula.
· Identify and define vocabulary words for Dear Mr. Henshaw.

	Tier 1 Resources/Materials:
· Bunnicula by James and Deborah Howe
· Dear Mr. Henshaw by Beverly Cleary
· Mystery genre http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/exploring-mystery-genre
· “The Houdini’s Box” Reading Street
· “Seeker of Knowledge” Reading Street
· “Encyclopedia Brown and the Case of the Slippery Salamander” Reading Street


	Tier 2 Activities/Strategies (Application/Analysis)
	Tier 2 Standards:
· RL.IT. 4.3, RL.CT. 4.8, LRF. 4.3, LRF. 4.3a, LRF. 4.4, LRF. 4.4a, LRF. 4.4c, W.AW. 4.1a, W.AW. 4.1b, L.VI. 4.3, LVL. 4.2.a, L.VL. 4.2.c

	· Infer the meaning of vocabulary words using context clues
· Use post-it notes to mark all text vocabulary and page numbers.
· Use a graphic organizer to keep track of the main characters, problems faced, and conclusion.
· Discuss how setting plays an important role in the events of a story.
· Discuss techniques the authors used to create a mood of mystery.
· Discuss how/when the authors used foreshadowing to hint at events that will take place later in a text.
· Discuss different themes that can be universally found throughout texts.
· Analyze a literary analysis prompt to understand generic language used in these prompts.
· Unpack a literary analysis prompt to create a clear question in order to know what to annotate while reading a text.
· Correctly annotate two texts in order to answer a literary analysis prompt, with guidance from the teacher.
· Analyze a research writing prompt to understand generic language used in these prompts.
· Unpack a research writing prompt to turn the directions into a question to make it easier to answer the prompt.
· Correctly annotate three pieces of information in order to answer a research writing prompt, with guidance from the teacher.
· 


	Tier 2 Resources/Materials:
· Bunnicula by James and Deborah Howe
· Dear Mr. Henshaw by Beverly Cleary
· Mystery genre http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/exploring-mystery-genre
· Character analysis chart http://www.literacycookbook.com/download.php?did=94
· “The Houdini’s Box” Reading Street
· “Seeker of Knowledge” Reading Street
· “Encyclopedia Brown and the Case of the Slippery Salamander” Reading Street
· How to Infer Themes Organizer http://www.literacycookbook.com/download.php?did=156
· Writing Rubric http://www.literacycookbook.com/download.php?did=156
· https://theliteracycookbook.wordpress.com/2014/11/07/parcc-prep-how-to-unpack-literary-analysis-and-research-writing-prompts/


	Tier 3 Activities/Strategies (Synthesis/Evaluation)
	Tier 3 Standards:
· RL.CR. 4.1, RL.IT. 4.3, RL.TS. 4.4, RL.PP 4.5, W.AW. 4.1b, L.VI. 4.3, L.VL. 4.2.a, L.VL. 4.2.c

	· Write sentences using vocabulary words to show meaning.
· Compose a paragraph explaining how a story would be different if it took place in a different setting. Students will be given the different setting and have to explain how that setting would change the story.
· Evaluate a short story to identify the mood of the story. Explain how the author conveyed the mood.
· Evaluate a text to identify an example of foreshadowing. Explain the foreshadowing and identify the event to which the foreshadowing eluded.


	Tier 3 Resources/Materials:
· Bunnicula vocabulary list
· Dear Mr. Henshaw vocabulary list
· “The Houdini’s Box” Reading Street
· “Seeker of Knowledge” Reading Street
· “Encyclopedia Brown and the Case of the Slippery Salamander” Reading Street
· Bunnicula by James and Deborah Howe
· Dear Mr. Henshaw by Beverly Cleary
· https://theliteracycookbook.wordpress.com/2014/11/07/parcc-prep-how-to-unpack-literary-analysis-and-research-writing-prompts/

	STUDENT WORK PRODUCTS/ ASSESSMENTS:
· ANET 2
· Bunnicula vocab and comprehension tests and quizzes
· Dear Mr. Henshaw vocab and comprehension tests and quizzes
· Quizzes
· Paragraph responses
· Vocabulary sentences

	INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS/ USE OF TECHNOLOGY:
· SMARTBoard
· Laptops to type paragraph responses




	WRITING and GRAMMAR
	RELEVANT RESOURCES/MATERIALS/Standards

	Tier 1 Activities/Strategies (Knowledge/Comprehension)
	Tier 1 Standards:
· L.VI. 4.3, L.KL. 4.1, L., W.IW. 4.2, W.NW. 4.3, W.WP. 4.4, W.WR. 4.5,  W.SE. 4.6, W.RW.4.7 

	· Identify and define what literary analysis writing is.
· Identify a prompt as a literary analysis prompt.
· Identify an exemplary literary analysis response.
· Identify and define what a research writing task is.
· Identify a prompt as a research writing task.
· Identify an exemplary literary analysis response.
· Review definition of “theme.”
· Identify and define what a comma is.
· Identify and define what a semicolon is.
· Identify and define what a colon is.
· Identify and define what possessives are.

	Tier 1 Resources/Materials:
· [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]http://www.middleweb.com/19489/parcc-prep-literary-analysis-writing-task/
· Language Arts Text, Possessives Unit and Punctuation
· Mechanically Inclined by Jeff Anderson 
· Writing Rubric http://www.literacycookbook.com/download.php?did=156
· https://theliteracycookbook.wordpress.com/2014/11/07/parcc-prep-how-to-unpack-literary-analysis-and-research-writing-prompts/http://www.survivenature.com/desert.php
· NJProgress “Into the Grand Canyon”
·  “Letters Home From Yosemite” Reading Street
· “Antarctic Journal”
· Antarctic article http://www.timeforkids.com/news/antarctic-discovery/29416


	Tier 2 Activities/Strategies (Application/Analysis)
	Tier 2 Standards:
· L.VI. 4.3, L.KL. 4.1, L., W.IW. 4.2, W.NW. 4.3, W.WP. 4.4, W.WR. 4.5,  W.SE. 4.6, W.RW.4.7

	· Analyze a literary analysis prompt to understand generic language used in these prompts.
· Unpack a literary analysis prompt to create a clear question in order to know what to annotate while reading a text.
· Correctly annotate two texts in order to answer a literary analysis prompt, with guidance from the teacher.
· Analyze a research writing prompt to understand generic language used in these prompts.
· Unpack a research writing prompt to turn the directions into a question to make it easier to answer the prompt.
· Correctly annotate three pieces of information in order to answer a research writing prompt, with guidance from the teacher.
· Explain when to correctly use a comma.
· Explain when to correctly use a semicolon.
· Explain when to correctly use a colon.
· Correctly infer themes from two similar texts.
· Create a response, with guidance from the teacher, to a literary analysis prompt.


	Tier 2 Resources/Materials:
· PARCC practice tests
· http://www.middleweb.com/19489/parcc-prep-literary-analysis-writing-task/
· Common Core Progress book
· Language Arts Text, Possessives Unit and Punctuation
· Mechanically Inclined by Jeff Anderson
· How to Infer Themes Organizer http://www.literacycookbook.com/download.php?did=156
· Writing Rubric http://www.literacycookbook.com/download.php?did=156
· https://theliteracycookbook.wordpress.com/2014/11/07/parcc-prep-how-to-unpack-literary-analysis-and-research-writing-prompts/
· http://www.survivenature.com/desert.php
· NJProgress “Into the Grand Canyon”
·  “Letters Home From Yosemite” Reading Street
· “Antarctic Journal”
· Antarctic article http://www.timeforkids.com/news/antarctic-discovery/29416



	Tier 3 Activities/Strategies (Synthesis/Evaluation)
	Tier 3 Standards:
· L.VI. 4.3, L.KL. 4.1, L., W.IW. 4.2, W.NW. 4.3, W.WP. 4.4, W.WR. 4.5,  W.SE. 4.6, W.RW.4.7

	· Read two texts with a similar theme and compose a response to a literary analysis prompt.
· Read two texts and view one video about the same topic and compose a response to a research writing propt.
· Form possessives correctly in sentences.
· Use a colon correctly in sentences.
· Use a semicolon correctly in sentences.
· Use commas correctly in sentences.


	Tier 3 Resources/Materials:
· Common Core Progress book
· Language Arts Text, Possessives Unit and Punctuation
· ANET passages and writing prompt www.myanet.org


	STUDENT WORK PRODUCTS/ ASSESSMENTS:
· ANET 2
· PARCC literary analysis writing where students will read two texts with similar themes and have to identify and explain how the theme is shown through the words and actions of the characters in the texts.
· PARCC research writing where students will read two texts and view a video on the same topic and answer the research writing prompt. 
· Language Arts/Grammar quizzes and tests
	INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS/ USE OF TECHNOLOGY:
· PARCC practice tests online
· Laptops for PARCC practice tests and typing responses
· SMARTBoard


	TEST PREP
	RELEVANT RESOURCES/MATERIALS/Standards

	Tier 1 Activities/Strategies (Knowledge/Comprehension)
	Tier 1 Standards:
· W.IW. 4.2,W.NW. 4.3, W.WP. 4.4, W.WR. 4.5, W.SE. 4.6,, W.RW. 4.7, RL.CR. 4.1, RL.TS. 4.4

	· Identify and define what literary analysis writing is.
· Identify a prompt as a literary analysis prompt.
· Identify an exemplary literary analysis response.
· Identify and define what a research writing task is.
· Identify a prompt as a research writing task.
· Identify an exemplary literary analysis response.
· Review home row keys.
· Review fingers to use for top row keys.
· Identify fingers to use for bottom row keys.

	Tier 1 Resources/Materials:
· http://www.middleweb.com/19489/parcc-prep-literary-analysis-writing-task/
· Writing Rubric http://www.literacycookbook.com/download.php?did=156
· Typing Web www.typingweb.com 
· ANET Materials www.myanet.org
· https://theliteracycookbook.wordpress.com/2014/11/07/parcc-prep-how-to-unpack-literary-analysis-and-research-writing-prompts/http://www.survivenature.com/desert.php
· NJProgress “Into the Grand Canyon”
·  “Letters Home From Yosemite” Reading Street
· “Antarctic Journal”
· Antarctic article http://www.timeforkids.com/news/antarctic-discovery/29416


	Tier 2 Activities/Strategies (Application/Analysis)
	Tier 2 Standards:
· W.IW. 4.2,W.NW. 4.3, W.WP. 4.4, W.WR. 4.5, W.SE. 4.6,, W.RW. 4.7, RL.CR. 4.1, RL.TS. 4.4

	· Analyze a literary analysis prompt to understand generic language used in these prompts.
· Unpack a literary analysis prompt to create a clear question in order to know what to annotate while reading a text.
· Correctly annotate two texts in order to answer a literary analysis prompt, with guidance from the teacher.
· Correctly infer themes from two similar texts.
· Create a response, with guidance from the teacher, to a literary analysis prompt.
· Analyze a research writing prompt to understand generic language used in these prompts.
· Unpack a research writing prompt to turn the directions into a question to make it easier to answer the prompt.
· Correctly annotate three pieces of information in order to answer a research writing prompt, with guidance from the teacher.
· Practice using correct fingers to type home row keys.
· Practice using correct fingers to type top row keys.
· Practice using correct fingers to type bottom row keys.

	Tier 2 Resources/Materials:
· http://www.middleweb.com/19489/parcc-prep-literary-analysis-writing-task/
· Writing Rubric http://www.literacycookbook.com/download.php?did=156
· Typing Web www.typingweb.com 
· ANET Materials www.myanet.org
· PARCC practice tests
· https://theliteracycookbook.wordpress.com/2014/11/07/parcc-prep-how-to-unpack-literary-analysis-and-research-writing-prompts/http://www.survivenature.com/desert.php
· NJProgress “Into the Grand Canyon”
·  “Letters Home From Yosemite” Reading Street
· “Antarctic Journal”
· Antarctic article http://www.timeforkids.com/news/antarctic-discovery/29416


	Tier 3 Activities/Strategies (Synthesis/Evaluation)
	Tier 3 Standards:
· W.IW. 4.2,W.NW. 4.3, W.WP. 4.4, W.WR. 4.5, W.SE. 4.6,, W.RW. 4.7, RL.CR. 4.1, RL.TS. 4.4

	· Read two texts with a similar theme and compose a response to a literary analysis prompt.
· Evaluate sample writing responses by using rubric to figure how they should be scored.
· Demonstrate knowledge of fingers to use to strike top row keys.



	Tier 3 Resources/Materials:
· http://www.middleweb.com/19489/parcc-prep-literary-analysis-writing-task/
· Writing Rubric http://www.literacycookbook.com/download.php?did=156
· Typing Web www.typingweb.com 
· ANET Materials www.myanet.org
· PARCC practice tests


	STUDENT WORK PRODUCTS/ ASSESSMENTS:
· ANET 2
· Typing Web quizzes
· Literary Analysis writing where students will read two texts with similar themes and have to identify and explain how the theme is shown through the words and actions of the characters in the texts. 
· PARCC research writing where students will read two texts and view a video on the same topic and answer the research writing prompt. 
· 

	INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS/ USE OF TECHNOLOGY:
· PARCC online practice tests
· Laptops to access online tests, Typing Web, and type responses



	SPEAKING/ LISTENING
	RELEVANT RESOURCES/MATERIALS/Standards

	Tier 1 Activities/Strategies (Knowledge/Comprehension)
	Tier 1 Standards:
· SL.PE. 4.1, SLII. 4.2, SLES. 4.3, SL.PI. 4.4, SL.AS. 4.6

	· Identify the setting of The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster while listening to the story being read aloud.
· Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud.
· Students will share their writings with the class.
· Students will listen to the teacher read aloud The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster. Students will express any connections they might have to characters throughout the reading.
· Listen to a Readers Theater and respond to questions about “The King in the Kitchen.”


	Tier 1 Resources/Materials:
· “The King in the Kitchen”- Reading Street 
· Journals
· The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster

	Tier 2 Activities/Strategies (Application/Analysis)
	Tier 2 Standards:
· SL.PE. 4.1

	· Act out a Readers Theater with feeling.
· Infer what the message is in the Reader’s Theater by providing evidence from “The King in the Kitchen” to support the inference.
· Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
· Students will participate in small group and one-on-one discussions. They will be required to come prepared with important materials and take notes during the discussion.
· Students will write their reactions to The Phantom Tollbooth as they listen to the read aloud.
· Students will participate in group discussions about The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster.



	Tier 2 Resources/Materials:
· “The King in the Kitchen”- Reading Street 
· Journals
· The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster

	Tier 3 Activities/Strategies (Synthesis/Evaluation)
	Tier 3 Standards:
· SL.PE. 4.1, SL.PI. 4.4

	· Students will share their journal entries with the class and the teacher.
· Report on their group discussions about The Phantom Tollbooth.
· Judge classmates’ performances in the Readers Theater using the performance rubric.
· Speak clearly at an understandable pace during performance of Reader’s Theater.



	Tier 3 Resources/Materials:
· “The King in the Kitchen”- Reading Street 
· Performance Rubric http://www.lecs.org/pdf/spjoerg.pdf
· Journals
· The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster

	STUDENT WORK PRODUCTS/ ASSESSMENTS:
· Participation in small group and one-on-one discussions.
· Writing journal entries.
· Perform “The King in the Kitchen.” 
· Complete performance rubric.
	INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS/ USE OF TECHNOLOGY:
· Use SMARTBoard to project backgrounds for play.





	New Jersey Legislative Statutes and Administrative Code 
(place an “X” before each law/statute if/when present within the curriculum map)



	
	Amistad Law: 
N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
	
	Holocaust Law: 
N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28
	
	LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35
	X
	Diversity & Inclusion: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.36a
	X
	Standards in Action: 
Climate Change
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